SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE BOY

intuitive understanding of other people. Apart from these factors his
extraordinary power of dissimulation contributed to the fact that his
ideas of reference and persecution, his hypochondriacal anxiety and
even, to some extent, his serious obsessional symptoms did not be-
come apparent to the people close to him. This extraordinary power
of dissimulation went along with his paranoid characteristics., which
were very strong. Although he felt that he was being observed and
spied upon by people and was very suspicious of them, his psycho-
logical understanding was so great that he knew how to hide his
thoughts and feelings completely. But alongside this dissembling and
calculating strain in him there was a great freshness and spontaneity
of feeling which sprang from his positive object-relationship and went
back to strong hopeful feelings which originally existed in the depths
of his mind; these latter had also helped him to conceal his illness
from view, but in the last few years they had almost entirely ceased to
work.

Mr B was a true homosexual. While having good relations to
woman (and to men) as human beings,1 as sexual objects he rejected
them so completely that he was quite unable to understand how they
could be supposed to possess any attraction whatever.2 From a
physical point of view they were something strange, mysterious and
uncanny to him. The shape of their bodies repelled him, especially
their breast and buttocks and their lack of a penis.3 His dislike of
their breast and buttocks was based on intensely strong sadistic im-
pulses. He had phantasies of beating those 'sticking out3 parts of their
body until they became, as it were, 'beaten in' and thus 'reduced',
and then perhaps, he said, he would be able to love women. These
phantasies were determined by his unconscious idea that the woman
was so full of the father's penises and dangerous excrements equated
to the penis, that they had burst her open and were protruding out of
her body. Thus his hatred of her 'sticking out' parts was really aimed
at his father's internalized and re-emerging penises.4 In his imagina-
tion the interior of the woman's body was an infinite and unexplor-
able expanse where every kind of danger and death lurked, and she

1 But this good object-relationship to men and women was from time to
time subjected to grave disturbances. At those times Mr B withdrew from
contact with people as far as possible.

2 He had had sexual intercourse once or twice in his life with women but he
had never had any real satisfaction from it. His chief motives for engaging in
an ephemeral affair of this kind were curiosity, a wish to do what other,
heterosexual, men did, and, in especial, a dislike of wounding the feelings of the
other party, who had in each case been the more willing one.

3 We shall see later on why this lack terrified him so much.

4 Mr A's sadistic feelings against the women's buttocks too, were deter-
mined by similar phantasies. As has been said in Chapter IV, the head, arms,
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